Benzodiazepine dependence potential: current studies and trends.
The appearance of newer, short-acting benzodiazepines has produced misconceptions regarding the potential addictive quality of these drugs. Following a review of the Smith and Wesson (1983) barbiturate withdrawal technique, application of this procedure to the withdrawal of individuals addicted to short-acting benzodiazepines is reviewed. Attention is also given to the emergence of "look-alike" drugs, and the resultant implications for substance abuse treatment personnel.